Biology 11 Course Outline
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Welcome to the beginning of a fabulous journey through the world of living things. Our journey starts with the basic building blocks of life. Once we understand the basics we’ll talk about the wide variety of life on this planet and learn more about classification of living things. Next we’ll focus on how humans survive on the inside. We’ll look at the anatomy and physiology of several internal systems. Finally, we’ll take a closer look at populations and what factors affect their size and their chances of survival. I hope you are ready to work and have fun!
Expectations:
Punctuality: Students should be to class on time. If a pupil is more than 2 minutes after the bell, then the door to my classroom will be shut and the pupil should KNOCK and WAIT for me to open the door. If you are late, then I will discuss the reasons with you AFTER class. When being late begins to interfere with your learning—i.e. you are late 3 times—then I will phone home to discuss the problem with your parents/guardians.

Attendance: Students should be in class, period. If you miss a class, then it is your responsibility to see me to get any work you may have missed. Don’t miss class because your marks will suffer and you’ll miss out on the fun!! If you miss a test day and you have no excuse, then you will receive a zero for that test. If you do have a note, then you will write the test your first day back. 
Responsibilities: 1) You are responsible for YOUR OWN ACTIONS. Nobody else can control what you do. (2) You are expected to be respectful of others in the class. This includes members of the class, the teacher, and guests to the class, but most importantly, have some respect for you! Remember you are in a classroom, which is a place of work, and you should act accordingly.

Participation and Work-rate: Every member of the class is expected to participate in group activities and class discussions/debates. I expect every person in this class to strive for excellence and to do the best they possibly can and I will push you to do so!

Textbooks: Each of you will be loaned a textbook for the semester. The textbooks are numbered so I can keep track of them. You are responsible to pass in the textbook on the day of the exam. Failure to pass in the textbook will result in an INCOMPLETE for this course. It is also recommended that you cover your textbook. Do not write in or highlight your textbook! 
Classroom Rules:
Three simple rules: 1) Don’t talk while I’m talking—I really hate that! (This also includes if another member of the class is talking). (2) No food or drinks—except water—in the classroom. (3) CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF!!! (4) Cell phones are not permitted in the classroom. Students will be asked to place their cell phones in the “cell phone babysitting basket” at the beginning of class. If they choose not to, and subsequently get caught with their cell phone out, then an office referral will follow. 
Extra Help:

This class is not easy. It is challenging and requires a lot of work outside of class. If you want to get a mark in the 80’s, then studying just the night before will not suffice. Therefore, if you are having difficulty, then I expect you to do the following: 1) Set up a time for extra help—your peers are not qualified biology teachers, but I AM! (2) Set up a study schedule to be checked by me and parents if necessary (3) Bring any questions to your extra help sessions. You must come to the extra help session whether you think you need to or not!
Assignment Completion: All assignments must be completed, or students will get an incomplete for their mark. Due dates will be set for assignments. If the assignments are not completed by the due date, then the student will be referred to the Assignment Completion Room.
Course Overview:
Unit 1: Matter and Energy for Life

This starts off with the cell theory and works its way through the internal workings of a cell. We’ll be examining plant, animal and bacterial cells. How do cells work? How does stuff get in and out of cells? What are some of the differences between plant and animal cells? All of these questions will be answered in this topic.

Unit 2: Biodiversity

There are so many different types of living things on this planet. Did you know there are 5 different “Kingdoms” of life? You probably know 2 of them: Animal and Plant. However, can you name the other ones? In this unit we will look at all 5 kingdoms and how they are classified.
Unit 3: Maintaining Dynamic Equilibrium I

We will look at what goes on inside the body when we eat, breathe, sleep and play. How does our body maintain a certain temperature? Or a certain amount of energy? These are the types of questions we will deal with for this topic.
Unit 4: Interactions Among Living Things

What the heck is an ecosystem? What types of things affect the various living things inside an ecosystem? Does this have an affect on the human population? Everything we do affects so many other living things. In this topic we will look at just how much.

Breakdown of Marks: Semester 1 = 70%, Final Exam = 30%
Break down of semester 1 grades **** Please note these are subject to change.
Assignments: 20%        Labs and Reports: 15%        Quizzes: 20%
End of Unit Tests: 25%                 Projects and Presentations: 20%

Contact Me:

E. Monahan

Biology Teacher, New Germany Rural High School

Phone: 644-5000
E-mail: emonahan@staff.ednet.ns.ca
TWITTER: @Monahan_NGRHS
Biology 11 Contract:

People who wish to be successful in this course will sign and get their parents to sign this contract.

I ___________________________________________ want to do well in biology and therefore am willing to do the following to make sure I’m successful.

I will

1) Spend my class time focused on my work and getting help from the teacher if needed.

2) Do my homework assignments promptly so I can be prepared for class discussions and so I can ask questions of things I don’t understand—THIS INCLUDES WRITING DOWN QUESTIONS FROM READING ASSIGNMENTS AND BRINGING THEM TO CLASS THE NEXT DAY.
3) Study for my quizzes, tests, and exams more than on the night before, because doing so will ensure I’m able to learn the material presented—STUDYING AT LEAST 1 HOUR/WEEK WOULD ENSURE YOU ARE WELL PREPARED.
4) Set up an appointment with Mr. Monahan and KEEP the appointment when I am having difficulty with the material. 
Parents of a successful student can do each of the following to help ensure their son/daughter will succeed in biology:

I will

1) Ask questions about homework to my son/daughter and offer help or support where I can.

2) Ensure IPODs, videogames, computers, cell phones, etc are turned off when my son/daughter is trying to study for quizzes, tests, and exams. 

3) Ensure my son/daughter is doing their homework—THERE WILL BE AT LEAST 1 ASSIGNMENT/WEEK.

4) Encourage my son/daughter to seek extra help from Mr. Monahan if they are struggling. IF THEY DON’T SEEK EXTRA HELP, THEN I WILL CONTACT MR. MONAHAN MYSELF AND ENSURE MY SON/DAUGHTER GETS THE HELP THEY NEED.

5) Contact Mr. Monahan if I have any concerns over my son/daughter’s performance or if I have questions about the curriculum.

Mr. Monahan can be reached at school by calling 644-5000 or through e-mail at: emonahan@staff.ednet.ns.ca
I will sign my name here _______________________________ to say that I AGREE with the above section and that as a parent I will do everything in my power to ensure my child is successful.

This paper is to be returned to Mr. Monahan where a photocopy will be made and sent back to you.

Thank-you for helping make my job as an educator easier by ensuring you and your child participate in their learning. 
