Biology 12 Course Outline
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This is a continuation of biology 11, so “mind what you have learned—save you it can.” We are going to get to the root of it all in this course by looking at reproduction, genetics, evolution and more about how humans keep a constant internal state. This course is preparing people for university, so you should be prepared to put in the work (and we’ll have fun too!) Below are my expectations of you…
Expectations:

Punctuality: Students should be to class on time. If a pupil is more than 5 minutes after the bell, then the door to my classroom will be shut and the pupil should KNOCK and WAIT for me to open the door. If you are late, then I will discuss the reasons with you AFTER class. When being late begins to interfere with your learning—i.e. you are late 3 times—then I will phone home to discuss the problem with your parents/guardians.

Attendance: Students should be in class, period. If a pupil misses a class, then a written note will be expected upon their return to class explaining the absence. If you miss a class, then it is your responsibility to see me to get any work you may have missed. Don’t miss class because your marks will suffer and you’ll miss out on the fun!!

Responsibilities: 1) You are responsible for YOUR OWN ACTIONS. Nobody else can control what you do. (2) You are expected to be respectful of others in the class. This includes members of the class, the teacher, and guests to the class, but most importantly, have some respect for you! Racial, sexist, and homophobic remarks will be STOMPED OUT as they are NOT tolerated in room 208! Remember you are in a classroom, which is a place of work, and you should act accordingly.

Participation and Work-rate: Every member of the class is expected to participate in group activities and class discussions/debates. I expect every person in this class to strive for excellence and to do the best they possibly can and I will push you to do so!

Textbooks: Each of you will be loaned a textbook for the semester. The textbooks are numbered so I can keep track of them. You are responsible to pass in the textbook on the day of the exam. Failure to pass in the textbook will result in an INCOMPLETE for this course. It is also recommended that you cover your textbook. Do not write in or highlight your textbook! 
Classroom Rules:
Three simple rules: 1) Don’t talk while I’m talking—I really hate that! (This also includes if another member of the class is talking). (2) No food or drinks—except water—in the classroom. (3) CLEAN UP AFTER YOURSELF!!! If I find something with your name or handwriting in the desks then you will help me clean ALL of the desks!

Extra Help:

This class is not easy. It is challenging and requires a lot of work outside of class. If you want to get a mark in the 80’s, then studying just the night before will not suffice. Therefore, if you are having difficulty, then I expect you to do the following: 1) Set up a time for extra help—your peers are not qualified biology teachers, but I AM! (2) Set up a study schedule to be checked by me and parents if necessary (3) Bring any questions to your extra help sessions. You must come to the extra help session whether you think you need to or not!
Course Overview:
Unit 1: Reproduction and Development

Everything about human reproduction from start—the production of gametes—to finish—birth of a child. We’ll be covering many different aspects with special focus on embryo development and growth. This unit also gives the opportunity for pupils to investigate other methods of reproduction found in nature.

Unit 2: Genetic Continuity

DNA and RNA and just about neNA (this is where you chuckle) will be explored in this topic. What does DNA do? Why is it so important? How does it get from one living thing to another, etc? This topic will require some abstract thinking and is typically considered tough by many students. However, if we work through it together we can make sure everyone in the class understands this material! Don’t be afraid to ask questions.

Unit 3:.Maintaining Dynamic Equilibrium II

This is a continuation of homeostasis from the grade 11 course. I have saved the most interesting for last—I think. In this topic we will look at both the Nervous System and the Endocrine System. These systems work together to control our responses to stimuli and we will investigate their importance inside our bodies
Unit 4:.Evolution, Change and Diversity

I think this topic speaks for itself. We will look at theories and controversy. We will look at everything from Darwin to modern day explanations of how our planet came to be so diverse and filled with such a variety of living things
Breakdown of Marks: *All category %s are subject to change*
Homework and Quizzes: 15%

Labs and Reports: 10%

End of Unit Tests: 20%

Projects and Presentations: 25%

Final Exam: 30%

Contact Me:

E. Monahan

Biology Teacher, New Germany Rural High School

Phone: 644-5000
E-mail: emonahan@staff.ednet.ns.ca
Website: Linked to the NGRHS website—check it out!
